Charles Tanner
Cohort 8/Graduation Speech
To Be Given On: Sept. 7, 2011

Thank you. There are so many people to acknowsledge.and thank
for their encouragement, motivation, and commitment to seeing us succeed
in this program and in life., I would first start by thanking God for
this day and this opportunity.

Chaplain Bonham, I would like to thank you, on behalf of our
graduating class, for your hard wsork, sacrifice, and dedication to our
success as w~ell as the Life Connections Program. I still remember the
day you‘stood before us all and gave a solemn oath, that you were going
to do shatever it took to see this program succeed and thrive. Your
commitment has given myself and many others the focus and drive to see
this through and fight this fight of life the right xay by all just
and godly means.

I wsould also like to thank all those ~ho wvere responsible for
the Life Connections Program even coming to USP Terre Haute. I wsould
like to thank our unit team for helping us w~ith our issues and concerns.
I would like to thank all those ~sho w~ork behind the scenes, not for
recognition, but out of a commitment and belief in the change process.

A special thanks to our spiritual guides, mentors, contractors,
volunteers, and Chaplain Bonham's LCP staff, mainly Mrs. Williams, our
mentor-coordinator, and Mr. Blackstone, #~ho keeps the gears moving and
the program progressing. Thank you all, once again.

To my fellows graduates in Cohort 8, we did it! We made it!
This is something to be proud of. We came through like Chémpions!

Even though it is only a step, it is a step in the right direction.

Congratulations to all you men, and may our lives prosper.



I am very grateful, and humbled to be given this chance to
speak before you all today. You may hear me from time to time use the
spcrt of boxing as a metaphor for many of the issues I face in life.

I don't use the sport because of it's violence, but I use it as an example
of the kind of discipline you need to condition and train your mind

and body to go beyond wshat you thought you w~ere capable of. The Life
Connections Program has helped to shos me howv to apply this discipline

to other areas of my life, especially those areas I need to change the
most.

Today, howsever, I hope to use a different example. I wsould
like to briefly shos the similarities betwseen issues faced among our
graduating class, and those once faced by the Apostle Paul, w~ho was
formerly knosn as Saul. Saul, before his conversion, acted out of a
sincere belief that he wsas right in wshat he wsas doing, mainly the per-
secution of those sho followsed Christ. Saul wsas not an evil man, yet
in his zeal hevcaused many to be harmed.

One day, though, on his way to the city of Damascus, an amzing
thing happens! Suddenly a light appears all around Saul, and he falls
to the grounded blinded by its brilliance. He hear a voice w~hich calls,
"Saul, Saul, w~hy are you persecuting me?" Saul asked, "Who are you,
Lord?" The voice from heaven said, "I am Jesus, w~shom you are persecuting."
Saul nos asks, "What shall I do, Lord?" Blinded, Saul is nos given a
series of commands that he obeys to the letter. He regains his sight,
and though it isn't written, I can't help but wsonder hos his vision
of the w~orld changed because of this event. Paul, then carried the
. message of Christ to the Roman w~orld, and went on to srite 16 book of

the New Testament.



So wshy Paul? And ~shy w~ould I use him as an example this day?
Well, our experiences up to this point had left us blinded from a standpoint
of basic morals and ethics. Many of us truly believed wse wsere just looking
for a means to provide for ourselves and our loved ones, and ~e used
vhat w~e thought wvere the only, and quickest, means available to us.
Our intentions may have been pure, but the application of those intentions
~vas at best, tainted.

We needed an experience in ~shich ~se can be showsn the error
of our w~ays, but also be given a light to follos on the road to true
change. That is ~shat the Life Connections Program is. It is that light
on the road w~e wsere taking, «~hen ﬂe‘ﬁere doing w~hat w~as right in our
o~#n eyes. Programs like this are important in a prison setting, or for
the goal of rehabilitating someone for life on the street. I say this,
not because the Life Connections Program fixes the problem, but it points
the way to w~shat can fix the problem. Even if one falls dowsn on the road
to change, he can get back up again as the song says.

The tools and components of this program enhance and encourage
a spiritual connection, w~hile at the same time enforcing a higher moral
and ethical code in our lives. These things w»e must have, in order to
function as righteous and productive members of society, let alone as
inmates in changing prison climate. We learned in Cohort 8 that true
change takes time, effort, and patience. By the way, just being able
to wait is not patience, but to wait w~ith a positive attitude. That
is w~hy se didn't ﬁust serve 18 months of time in this program, but se
made the time serve us! That is the effort that Cohort 8 used for our

blueprint!



So this graduation, is a formal celebration of wshat w~e have
accomplished, and the wsork that is still just beginning? The beauty
of Life Connections is that the news beginning actually starts after
n#e graduate, shen se are poised to put all these tools into practice.
It is the beginning of our commitment to our Higher Powser to w~ork for
all things good. That is my humble opinion.

I didn't have an experience like Saul, but metaphorically,
I can use my incarceration as the wvay the Lord chose to stop my own
destructive course, and open my eyes so that I am seeing more clearly.
These>18 months made my life in Christ, and my faith more real. It‘has
gone so much farther than religion, but to the core of hows I treat and
respect others. |

My Spiritual guide class instructor, Rick May, has taught me
so many useful and helpful tools for my spiritual grosth. Most of all
he showsed our class and even this prison hos to wsalk in love. He showed
that godly love is not some abstract idea, but it is a heart of compassion
for all people, to give according to need and nhot w~ant. Rick May could not
do all these things for me, but he was able to point me to One ~ho could,
and that 1is Jesus.

I have met a lot of good men from all walks of life, faith,
and cultures. I have growsn closer to my Creator, and have positioned
myself to bring my life in harmony with His w~ill. I am peaceful, and
for the first time in my life I can say proudly and boldy that I am
connected to something positive and greater than myself.

In conclusion, I want all of us in attendance to rejoice in
this day, the Lord has made, and in w~hat this graduating class has accomp-

lished. For those of us, w~here change w~as only a possibility,



look at hos far se've come, and look at sho we were shen wve started.
For all of us, change has happened in us today, and we hold fast to
the hope of a better future, not by doing shat is easy, but by doing
#hat is necessary. I w~as taught in boxing, that if you get knocked down,
and can look up, then you can get up, and the true champion w~ould! Well,
to Cohort 8: We are true champions. To Cohorts 9, 10, and future, thank
you for taking that step, and you got next! I leave you all in love

honor, respect, and peace. Thank you, and God bless us all.



LIFE CONNECTIONS PROGRAM
CERTIFICATE OF GRADUATION

This document certifies that

Charles L. Tanner

has successfully completed this eighteen month, faith-based
program at the United States Penitentiary in Terre Haute, Indiana.







Llfe Connectlons Program Graduatlon | Cadre: #8 272/@
“Requirements ’ -
" | Projected LCP Completion: AUGUSTE201

Chaplam Comments and Feedback

LCP Participént:

TANNER CHARLFS

08020-027, LCP Cohort 8

Community Service

participant will demonstrate:

| Ehrough compleuon of thc LCP Community Serv1ce Component, the

. a basic understanding and responsibility for healthy community
citizenship
. a willingness to take responsibility to right the wrong’s that
criminal behavior has placed upon the community;
# | Task V/ Ago < KA Date Completed | Chaplain’s
Wg , Signature
1. | Participant will have Completed 500 Hours of Community 9 /@ / Zeo il %
Service. (e.g. Happy Hats full participation) -‘(- f )céﬂ e
2. Participant will have led at least 6 Community Connections 3 /. /W -
Meetings. (e.g. Word of the Day presentations) 0% €375 ’ %_’
3. | Participant will regularly participate in Community Connections fffj/é / .
Meetings. (e.g. Word of the Day attendance and attention) 1 Zolf %'i___
4. | Participant will share in a structured group activity (e.g. skit, ,
pant will group ty (e.g 7/@/&3//,

creative writing presentation, etc) which demonstrates the
integration of a key concept in the Life Connections Program.
This presentation will be made by an established LCP cohort to
a new LCP cohort during their initial orientation into LCP.

Chaplain Comments:

Victim Impact

participant will demonstrate:

criminal behavior

Through completion of the LCP Victim Impact Component, the

. the ability to identify victims of crime

o an understanding of how one’s own criminal behavxor has caused
harm to self

. responsibility in repairing the wrong caused by one’s own

# | Task Date Completed Chaplain’s
Signature
1. | Participant will satisfactorily complete 3 Victim Impact o
Programs and related assignments: &MQ S/VH d€@4, -1 / ’7[/ Zoi/ 57] I |

e Hearing Victim Stories
. Identification of Victims
. Repairing the Wrong




7. | Participant will have identified five prospective employment

-~ _—
- opportunities at their release destination, to include: ’7/ 7 /21)/ / %
< . Name
V. Address
i | Contact Person
' . Job Requirements
8. Participant will have developed a realistic release plan and 7 / 0// 20571

budget based on financial resources available at the time of
\g release, to include:
4

o Housing Options
. Food
= . Employment
. Clothing
. Transportation

. Child Support

9. Participant will have 3 SMART (LCP Model) re-entty goals to
include at least one separate goal for three of the following:

. Leisure Time
\‘ . Family Ties
I Worship
FARE - Making Amends

. Employment

'7/ Slooii | Tr—,

10. Paﬁibipant will have had a minimum of 5 personal goal
follow-up meetings with spiritual guide or mentors and at least
4 sessions with the Chaplain.

Community Liaison Visit Date:

Community Liaison Identified Sponsor:

Community Location:

| Spiritual Life Assessment Survey
. (Pre-LCP) Completed:

. (Post LCP) Completéd:

Chaplain Comments:

Chaplain’s Overall Appraisal of LCP Program Participation:
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Chaplain’s Signature: W
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Charles Tanner

9/3/2014

Has sucoeséful!y met all of the
- requirements for completion of the

“V.T. Computer

y %MAppllcatlons

E. Tyler, V.T. Ingfructor



'This certifies that

Charles Tanner

has successﬁﬂly completed the

InsideOut Dad™ Christian Training Institute

Conducted on

Tuesday, June 1-August 24, 2010
in LCP Unit by

National
Fatherhood
Inttiative®
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Roland C. Warren S1E27 ¥ 7 Christopher A. Brown

President Senior Vice President of National Programming
NarionaL FarueruooD INTTIATIVE NaTtionaL FarnerRHOOD INITIATIVE

Tom Holt, Jim Owen, Doug Shaffer & Larry Swan
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Certificate of Completion

CHARLES ~

CANNER

“Recovery from Addictions and/or the

Criminal Lifestyle” (4 hours)
Addiction Recovery Component for I.CP Graduation
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G. H. Blackstone, M.A., LCP Facilitator and Instructor
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The LCP Diversity Seminar
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CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION

PRESENTED TO

Charfes S,

FOR SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING TH
REQUIREMENTS OF THE SPORTS
OFFICIA;;‘:PRQ -

E. Tylér
Recreation Specialist or of Recreation




Certificate of Completion

awarded to:

Charles Tanner

For Completion of ACE Nutrition
In the LCP Unit
USP Terre Haute




CENTURY

COLLEGE

s~

CONTINUING
EDUCATION TRANSCRIPT

Charles Tanner 11364661
USP Terre Haute

4200 Bureau Rd N

Terre Haute, IN 47802

Course iD Name £nd Date Hours  CEUs
20115-003069 VT Building Trades 4/16/2011 360 43.2
360 432

. Ml €520 [
Authorized Signature: { 8/23/2011
7

* This educational program was taught by Federal Bureau of Prison Instruciors. Century College performs annuat review and certification of this vocational program in compliance with
American Correctional Association standards.
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awarded to

Has Successfully Completed 360 Contact Hours and 43.2 Continuing Education Units

for
VT Building Trades

In acknowledgement thereof these signatures are affixed on s day,

s

Saturday, April 16, 2011

pode G20 L

nstrictor/ Program Directef Vice President of C#’numg Education & Customized Training

This nducatienat progtam was taught by Federal Bureau of Prison lasteuctors. Century Cottege porforms annual coview and certification of this fonal program in i with American €

Cantury Collage is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer and edueater, and & member of the Minnesota State Collages and Universities system.



awarded to:

Charles Tanner

for being chosen

Vocational Building Trades Class at U.S.P. Terre Haute

M'—; f/,/ ) // MV,,-"
Mareh 10, 2011 e N

Date Vocational Training Instructor
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F.C.C. TERRE HAUTE

Certificate of Completion

Charles Tanner
#08020-027

DRUG ABUSE EDUCATION PROGRAM

(15 Hours)

September 22, 2010

Gl Qo

Dr. Rupska, DAP Coordinator
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The Houses of Healing Project

This man has read the book and written an acceptable

analysis and response to each of the 15 chapters.
Self Help Program Activity for LCP Graduation
(one Healthy Living, Task 6 credit)
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Certificate of Achievement
| - awarded to: '
Charles Tanner

for

Completion of Money Smart Module One

2

Bank On It
| at
USP Terre Haute
Novemﬁlff 12, 2009 | / Lo /iu, /f(/

Date

ACE Coordinator
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Nov‘ember‘{ 9 2009

Certificate of Achievement

awarded to:

Charles Tanner

for

Completion of Money Smart Module Two
Borrowing Basics

at
USP Terre Haute

o

Date

ACE Coordinator
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Certificate of Achievement

awarded to:
Charles Tanner
- for
' Completion of Money Smart Module 3
Check It Out

at
USP Terre Haute

e

Date

December 10, 2009 A/ (\/74%(/(( {/{7("

&

ACE Coordinator
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Certificate of Achievement
~ awarded to:
Charles »Tanner
for
Completion of Money Smart Module 4
Money Matters

at
USP Terre Haute

December 17, 2009

Date
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Certificate of Achievement

“awarded to:
Charles Tanner
for

Completion of Money Smart Module 5

e

Date

- Pay Yourself First
- at
- USP Terre Haute
January 7, 2010 | ‘CM /Mﬁ'

- ACE Coordinator
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Certificate of Achievement

awarded to:
Charles Tanner
for
Completion of Money Smart Module 6
| Keep it Safe

at
USP Terre Haute
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ACE Coordinator




Certificate of Achievement

- Charles Tanner

for completion of Money Smart Module 7
Charge it Right

at USP Terre Haute
January 28, 2010 K//MW "

Date | ACE Coordinator




- Certificate of Achiebement

Charles Tanner

~ For Completion of Money Smart Module 8:
Charge It Right
At USP Terre Haute

Ao b #F-
Date : ACE Coordinator




Certificate of chievement

Charles Tanner

For Completioh of Money Smart Module 9:

Loan to Own

At USP Terre Haute

February 18, 2010 | ' o WM/@#
Date | | B ACE Coordinator




Certificate of Achicvement

Charles Tanner

- For Completion of Money Smart Module 10: »

Your Own Home

At USP Terre Haute

February 25.2010 A
Date ACE Coordinator
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Date

January 7, 2010

- Certificate of Achievement

awardéd to:
Charles Tanner
for
Completion of ACE Keyboarding

at
USP Terre Haute
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PRESENTED TO

CHARLES TANNER

for complefing the
BASIC NUTRITION CLASS
Terre Havute

KL pee

K. DUPES, SOR




PRESENTED TO

For completfing the |
JOHN ADAMS HISTORY CLASS
at USP Terre Havute
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N (Certificate of Completion

Congratulations to

Charles Tanner

for successfully completing the
Billiards Class at FCC Terre Haute.
Awarded, May 24, 2011,

=

T T K Dupes, Spenvsor of Receaton
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CHARLES TANNER

Advanced Wellness Program
FCC Terre Havute
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